
Australian Sailing Special Regulations Part 2 for Off The Beach boats 

 

SUMMARY 

Purpose: 

To establish uniform minimum equipment requirements. 

They do not replace but supplement MAST requirements, the Racing Rules of Sailing and the 

Class Association rules. 

 

Responsibilities of the person in charge: 

Safety of a boat and her crew is the sole responsibility of the person in charge. 

The owner and person in charge must ensure: 

 all safety equipment is properly maintained and stowed, and  

 the crew knows how to use it. 

Neither the Special Regulations nor their use by race organisers not inspection under these 

regulations limits or reduces the complete responsibility of the owner and the person in charge. 

 

Inspection 

The Race Committee may require the owner or the person in charge to demonstrate that the 

boat complies with the Special Regulations. 

If a boat does not comply with the Special Regulations, the boat’s entry may be rejected, or 

liable for disqualification, or another penalty as may be prescribed. 

 

General requirements 

All equipment required by these Special Regulations shall: 

(a) Function properly. 

(b) Be regularly checked, cleaned and serviced. 

(c) When not in use shall be stored in conditions in which deterioration is minimised. 

(d) Be readily accessible. 
(e) Be the type, size and capacity suitable and adequate for the intended use and size of the 

boat. 

 

Buoyancy 

Boats sailing under these regulations shall be capable of floating and supporting a mass of not 

less than 25kg for each crew member when swamped after a capsize. 

  



Bailers 

Boats, others than those that have enclosed self-draining hulls, shall carry one adequate pump 

available for immediate use, in addition to any transom flaps, or venturi type bailers or other 

automatic devices that may be fitted. 

 

Towing 

All crews shall be aware of the location for attaching a towline to the boat and shall be able to 

demonstrate this. 

 

Lifejackets 

Lifejackets must comply with state laws. 

All crew members shall wear while afloat a lifejacket securely fastened in a manner appropriate 

to the design of the device. 

Lifejackets shall comply with one of the following: 

(a) Australian Standard AS4758-2015 or  

(b) Australian Standard AS1512-1996 for PFD Type 1 or  

(c) Australian Standard AS1499-1996 for PFD Type 2 or  

(d) Australian Standard AS2260-1996 for PFD Type 3 or  

(e) An equivalent or more stringent overseas standard And Shall be branded with the 

respective standard authority’s mark of approval. 

Inflatable lifejackets shall not be used. 

Lifejackets should be maintained and in good repair. 

 

Personal clothing 

It is recommended that suitable clothing for the local conditions be worn. 

This may include adequate cover against sunburn in both clear and cloudy weather and 

adequate warm clothing in cold conditions to protect against hypothermia. This may include 

thermal underwear, woollen pullovers or full or partial wetsuits. 

It is preferable that outer garments worn above the waist are of bright colours and include 

reflective tape. 

 

Hull identification 

All boats shall bear identification located on the transom in indelible letters at least 50mm high 

and 8mm thickness: 

 name of boat; 

 registered sail number, and 

 name of the club which may be abbreviated. 

 



Personal buoyancy 

Children under the age of 12 years should wear PFD Type 1 (AS1512). 

Crews should not go onto the water unless capable of: 

 supporting themselves in the water, without personal buoyancy for at least 15 minutes, 
and 

 and are capable of swimming not less than 50m in open water. 

 

Gear and equipment 

Before going on the water crews should check their personal gear and their boat's rigging and 

equipment in detail. 

Crews should carry: 

 A shackle key or appropriate tools to enable crews to unrig whilst afloat; 

 A towline of suitable strength and of a length such that, when it is secured to a strong 

point in the hull it extends to twice the boat's overall length forward; or 

 the crew should be aware of a part of the boat’s normal equipment that is suitable. 

 

Junior training classes should have: 

 an adequate tow line of a floating rope permanently rigged, securely attached to the 
base of the mast or strong point, with surplus rope securely stowed in the hull, ready 

for use. 

 centreboards able to support the weight of at least one crew member to right the boat 

following a capsize. 

 

Paddles 

Boats should carry a least one useable paddle. 

  



B14 

Personal equipment 

Mandatory 

The boat shall be equipped with a personal flotation device for each crew member to the 

minimum standard ISO 12402-5 (CE 50 Newtons), or USCG Type III, or AUS PFD 2. 

 

Flying 11 

Safety equipment 

Mandatory 

(a) Each crew member shall wear effective personal buoyancy that complies with the relevant 

Safety Regulations. 

(b) Boats shall have 38mm diameter, metal tow ring at the bow. 

(c) Daggerboard and rudder shall be secured so that they cannot detach themselves in the 

event of a capsize. 

(d) Floating tow rope with a minimum length of 8m and a minimum diameter of 6mm. 

(e) Mainsail must be able to be lowered whilst upright on the water. 

 

Hansa 303 

(g) Each boat shall carry a bailer attached by lanyard. 

(h) Each boat shall have a towing rope fitted to or through the bow ring, minimum 5m long of 

not less than 6 mm in diameter. 

 

  



International Cadet 

Personal equipment 

Mandatory 

(a) The boat shall be equipped with effective personal buoyancy for each crew member. 

(b) The crew shall wear the personal buoyancy properly secured outside all clothing except 

that, where the personal buoyancy is non-inflatable, a close fitting, sleeveless, pocketless bib or 

vest may be worn outside the personal buoyancy. 

Portable equipment 

For use 

(a) Mandatory 

(1) Mark I and II versions shall carry a bucket of minimum 5 litres capacity, tied to the boat 

except when in use. 

b) Optional 

(2) Hand bailers, buckets and sponges.  

(4) Anchor and anchor warp. 

 

Not for use 

(a) Mandatory 

(1) A painter which shall float and be of minimum diameter 6mm and minimum length 5 m 

shall be attached to the bow ring. 

(2) One paddle properly secured to the boat. 

(b) Optional 

(1) Spare parts such as blocks, ropes, shackles etc. 

 

International 2.4mR 

Portable equipment 

For use (a) Optional 

(1) One anchor. The weight of anchor and chain shall not exceed 2.00 kg. 

(2) One electrical pump with battery 

 

Not for use (a) mandatory 

(1) Towing rope minimum 9m long of not less than 5mm in diameter and of material that 

floats. 

  



International 420 

Personal equipment 

Mandatory 

When racing, each crew member shall wear personal flotation device to the minimum standard 
ISO 12402-5 (Level 50), or USCG Type III, or AS 4758 Level 50, or equivalent. Inflatable 

buoyancy vests are not permitted. 

Portable equipment 

For use a) Optional 

(1) One hand bailer or bucket and/or sponge 

Not for use a) Optional 

1) one paddle 

b) Mandatory 

1) The boat shall be fitted with a floating towing rope of a minimum length of 8 m and 

minimum diameter of 8 mm, secured to the mast, and which can be grasped at the stem (even 

if the boat is capsized) from a rescue boat. 

 

International 470 

Personal equipment 

Mandatory 

(1) The boat shall be equipped with a personal flotation device for each crew member to the 
minimum standard ISO 12402-5, or USCG Type III, or AS 4758 Level 50 or equivalent. 

Inflatable buoyancy vests are not permitted.  

Portable equipment 

For use a) Optional 

(1) One hand bailer or bucket. 

Not for use a) Optional 

(1) One paddle 

Not for use: b) Mandatory 

(1) Towing rope of floating type with a minimum length of 10m and of not less than 8mm in 

diameter. It shall not be stored inside a buoyancy tank. 

  



International 29er 

Personal equipment 

Mandatory 

a) The boat shall be equipped with personal flotation devices (PFD) for each crew member to 
the minimum standard EN393 or ISO 12402-5 Level 50 or the Notice of Race may 

prescribe alternatives. 

(b) Each competitor shall carry at all times a SOLAS approved whistle. 

(c) The use of inflatable buoyancy vests is not permitted while racing. 

Portable equipment 

Not for use a) Optional 

(f) The use of a mast float is optional in all except the World Championship, European 

Championship and Euro Cup events. 

 

International 49er 

Personal equipment 

Mandatory 

(a) The boat shall be equipped with personal flotation devices (PFD) for each crew member to 

the minimum standard ISO 12402-5, (level 50), or USCG Type III, or AUS PDF II or equivalent. 

(b) The use of inflatable personal flotation devices is not permitted. 

Portable equipment 

Mandatory 

(a) Spare tiller extension. 

 

International Optimist 

Additional Rules 

(a) The helmsman shall wear a personal flotation device to the minimum standard ISO 12402-5 
(Level 50) or equivalent. All fastening devices supplied by the manufacturer shall be used in the 

manner intended. A whistle shall be carried securely attached to the personal flotation device. 

 

The following equipment shall be on board while racing: 

(a) One or more bailers which shall be securely attached to the hull by a lanyard(s) or elastic 

cord(s). One bailer shall have a minimum capacity of one litre. 

(b) A painter of a single piece of buoyant rope, not less than 5 mm diameter and not less than 

8 m long securely fastened to the mast thwart or mast step. (see also 3.2.6.1).  

c) "A paddle of wood and/or plastic, weighing not less than 200g, having corner radii of 

minimum 5 mm and a blade able to contain a rectangle of 200 mm x 130 mm shall be securely 

attached to the hull by a lanyard or elastic cord." 4.4  

An anchor need be carried only when specifically prescribed in the sailing instructions. 



 

RS Aero 

Personal equipment 

Mandatory 

The boat shall be equipped with a personal flotation device (PFD) for the crew to the 

minimum standard ISO 12402-5, (level 50, or USCG Type III, or AUS PFD II or equivalent. (b) 

The use of inflatable personal flotation devices is not permitted.  

Competitor clothing and equipment 

a) Each crew member may wear a helmet that shall be to the minimum standard EN1385 or 

EN1077 or equivalent. This may be made mandatory by the Notice of Race and/or Sailing 

Instructions. 

b) Each crew member may wear body protection, if the body protection also acts as a personal 

flotation device it shall be to the minimum standard in (a). This may be made mandatory by the 

Notice of Race and/or Sailing Instructions.  

Portable equipment 

Optional 

(h) A towing line provided that it is to be attached to existing fittings or parts. 

(j) Up to 2 mast head floats  

 

 

 

Laser – nothing about safety in Class Rules - use Australian Sailing Special Regulations Part 2 for 

Off The Beach boats 

 

Lightweight Sharpie - nothing about safety in Class Rules – use Australian Sailing Special 

Regulations Part 2 for Off The Beach boats 

 

Sabot – nothing about safety in Class Rules – use Australian Sailing Special Regulations Part 2 for 

Off The Beach boats 

 


